FYI  BOYS COUNCIL CELEBRATES GRADUATION

The Franklin Youth Initiative Boys Council held it’s first after - school graduation on December 17, at the Franklin Middle School.  The graduation was well attended with School Officials, FYI members and Parents in attendance.   “The ceremony and testimony from graduates and parents were very emotional” said Dennis Lue, facilitator of the program.   Here are the names of the following graduates: Shaheed Wroten, Rashad Dukes, Quanzie Neal, Shareef Brown, Jeremiah Ongwenyi, Kia-Shawn Wright, Jameer Outsey, Jamir Swindell, Deshawn Swindell and Jamil Lewis.  “They are the future leaders of the township” said Bruce Medley program coordinator.
Boys Council is a strength – based group approach to promote boys and young men’s safe, strong and healthy passage through pre-teen and adolescent years.  In weekly sessions, a group of six to ten boys of similar age and development meet with one or two facilitators for 1.5 to 2 hours.   The group format includes warm up activities, “council” format check in, experiential activities that address relevant topics, reflection and group dialogue components.   The focused activities may include group challenges, games, skits or role –playing, journaling.  Topics address healthy competition, playing fair, dealing with bullies, accepting differences, valuing diversity, safe expression of emotions, gaining and using power constructively, influences of mentors and role models, rejecting violence, becoming allies with girls and women, mentoring others, and making safe and healthy decisions in their relationships and for themselves.
Program sessions will be offered seasonally in the fall, winter, spring and summer. This program is open to young men 12-15 years of age. For more information call Bruce Medley in the Franklin Township Recreation Dept. at (732) 873-1991.


