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“Sticks and Stones”

Cyber Bullying is a Reality

The Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for the Prevention of Substance Abuse, the Youth Services Commission, the Franklin Township Public Schools, the Franklin Township Police Department and the Franklin Youth Initiative invite adults, parents and guardians to a Community Presentation of the “Sticks and Stones” video prepared by the Bergen County Prosecutors Office, followed by a discussion on cyber bullying.  The program is scheduled for Wed. April 28 at 7pm at the Community/Senior Center at 505 DeMott Lane, in Somerset. Following the video representatives from these local committees along with representatives from the Richard Hall Mental Health Center and Family and Community Services of Somerset County will conduct small group discussions and a question and answer period.  Learn about available services, school policy, the law and ways to deal with bullying and cyber bullying.  Please be aware that due to the emotional content of the video this workshop is not appropriate for school age children.

Employment Training  Workshops  and Job Expo 
The Township’s Recreation Department, in conjunction with the Franklin Township Alliance and Youth Services Commission, Franklin Board of Education, Franklin Youth Initiative, Targeted Business Solutions and several private organizations held a free Job Training Workshop, on Saturday, March 20, from 8:30a.m – 12 noon, with 85 students between the ages of 14 – 18 in attendance at Franklin Middle School.  The Keynote speaker was Jeffery A. Robinson, Ph.D., Assistant Director, and For the Center for Urban Entrepreneurship & Economic Development. Students had an opportunity to participate in the following workshops: Resume Writing, Preparing for the Interview, Positive Personal Presentation and 10 Things to Get You Hired/Fired. This unique opportunity not only afforded these young people a necessary skill set, but allowed them to put those skills into practice in a real – life setting.
The Youth Employment/ Volunteer Expo will be held on Thursday, April 22, from 6:30 – 7:30p.m, at the Franklin Township Community Center.  The Expo will be open to the general public, with representatives of local businesses and private non –profit organizations available to speak with the youth about employment, career, and volunteer opportunities.  The event is free, however, registration is required in advance and will be limited.  This is a youth event, open to Teens 14 – 19 only that live, work, attend  school or religious services in Franklin Township.
Student Production

Recognized by the New Jersey Recreation and Parks Association

The Township’s Recreation Department, the Conerly Road Peacemakers & Movie Makers and the Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for the Prevention of Substance Abuse (MAPSA) are the recipients of the 2010 New Jersey Recreation and Parks Association award for Excellence in Cultural and Performing Arts for the Peacemakers 2009 original video production of  “Addictions Through the Eyes of a Child.” 

The Peacemakers & Movie Makers are comprised of 3rd and 4th grade students that met with four volunteer staff advisors once a week prior to the start of the school day on a project created by Where Peace Lives’ founders Jeff and Donna Clapp and Jeff Rudy.  Where Peace Lives (www.wherepeacelives.org), is dedicated to teaching children how to deal with conflict and aggressive behavior through art and media. 

The Conerly Road School project received a grant from the MAPSA, and Guidance Counselor, Virginia Abu Bakr said, “The $1,500.00 MAPSA grant gave us the unique opportunity to use movie making as tool for children to share their thoughts about substance abuse prevention.” 

Students and staff met to learn about addiction and the scope of addictions, including addictions to drugs and alcohol, candy, stealing and TV. “Students, staff and parents collaborated on this project to create a unique learning tool that would be shared with their classmates, with curriculum guides and videos that were also provided to other elementary schools in the district as a learning tool,” said Valerie Northey, Franklin’s middle school and elementary school Student Assistance Counselor. 

 “I am extremely proud of this interagency effort, the dedication of the staff and parents, and the eye-opening efforts of the Peacemakers& Movie Makers in creating an awareness of the problems with addictions and how easily they can begin in a young child, even when drugs and alcohol are not even involved,” stated Ms. Osipowitz.

Boys Council Mentoring Program
Boys Council is a strength – based group approach to promote boys and young men’s safe, strong and healthy passage through pre-teen and adolescent years.  In weekly sessions, a group of six to ten boys of similar age and development meet with one or two facilitators for 1.5 to 2 hours.   The group format includes warm up activities, “council” format check in, experiential activities that address relevant topics, reflection and group dialogue components.   The focused activities may include group challenges, games, skits or role –playing, journaling.  Topics address healthy competition, playing fair, dealing with bullies, accepting differences, valuing diversity, safe expression of emotions, gaining and using power constructively, influences of mentors and role models, rejecting violence, becoming allies with girls and women, mentoring others, and making safe and healthy decisions in their relationships and for themselves.

The Franklin Youth Initiative Boys Council held it’s first after - school graduation on December 17, at the Franklin Middle School.  “The ceremony and testimony from graduates, parents, teachers and school administrators was very emotional” said Dennis Lue, facilitator of the program.   “Our current graduating class included: Shaheed Wroten, Rashad Dukes, Quanzie Neal, Shareef Brown, Jeremiah Ongwenyi, Kia-Shawn Wright, Jameer Outsey, Jamir Swindell, Deshawn Swindell and Jamil Lewis, who are on the way to becoming our future leaders” said Bruce Medley FYI Program Coordinator. “To date we have had 32 young men participate in the program and we are proud of every one of our students.”  

Program sessions are offered seasonally in the fall, winter, spring and summer for young men 12-15 years of age. For more information please contact Bruce Medley at the Franklin Township Recreation Dept. at (732) 873-1991.

Franklins Future Leaders Take the LEAP Challenge®
On December 12th, sixty teens took part in the LEAP Challenge® with Randy Nathan of Project Next Generation.   Partnering with Franklin Youth Initiative, Franklin Township Municipal Alliance for the Prevention of Substance Abuse, and the Youth Services Commission, Professional Certified Coach Randy Nathan and his team conducted workshops for teens aimed at inspiring and motivating them to overcome obstacles and challenges they might encounter in their day to day lives. Mr. Nathan has served as a national keynote speaker and workshop facilitator at numerous schools, camps, youth groups and corporations. Comprehensive workshops and hands on activities were extremely beneficial in inspiring and empowering program participants to make positive choices.   

The program aimed to help teens understand five core principles:  I am who I choose to be; my life is a journey, not a destination; there are no mistakes, only opportunities; I am greater than I appear to be; and I am here for a special purpose.
Franklin High Schoolers Xavier and Sean Sanchez shared their thoughts after the program.  Xavier said, “I expected it to be a boring lecture, but it was anything but boring.  I enjoyed the workshop and group activities and learned a lot about the qualities of a leader that I can use in any situation.  It was a great experience!”  Sean had a similar positive reaction.  He said “Word around school spread fast after the workshop.  My friends wanted to know when the next one would be.  I thought it was a lot of fun, and I especially enjoyed the group challenge.  The instructor motivated us to be leaders.  We walked away not only knowing the qualities of a leader, but having used our leadership skills.”  Randy Nathan is a Professional Certified Coach and has served as a national keynote speaker and workshop facilitator at numerous schools, camps, youth groups and corporations.  
